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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY


REGION IX


75 Hawthorne Street


San Francisco, CA  94105
March 12, 2009
Scott I. MacDonald
Asbestos NESHAP Supervisor
Maricopa County Air Quality Department
1001 N. Central Ave., Suite 600

Phoenix, AZ   85004
Dear Mr. MacDonald:
Thank you for your request for a determination on the applicability of the Asbestos National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) regarding the mechanical removal of carpeting and asbestos containing mastic.  EPA has determined mechanical removal of even non-friable asbestos containing materials results in Regulated Asbestos Containing Material (RACM).  In this case, a bobcat and chain was used to rip carpet from mastic.  There were multiple layers of mastic, one of which was asbestos containing.  The mechanical means impacted the mastic in a manner EPA would characterize as a mechanical removal.  The mastic became RACM during this process and all notification, work practice, and disposal requirements of the Asbestos NESHAP must be met.

Maricopa County, under delegation and grant agreements, has agreed to enforce the asbestos NESHAP under timely and appropriate Federal penalty guidelines.  Failure to comply with Asbestos NESHAP requirements can result in fines of up to $32,500 per day per violation
Please keep me informed of your actions in this case to determine the appropriateness of further Federal investigation or enforcement action.

Sincerely,

                                                                        Robert S. Trotter
Robert S. Trotter

Asbestos NESHAP Coordinator
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